B NINE IO! rs | TEINS ET == — 2 e Fi —. < 
Ba, 39 wy 8 — Party — — LD 4 —_— — —_ =; 9 


2 : r ly N 
IN 2 2 * A $: ow ts £ fp — 2 * 
r. _ . | : 2 N Wy * 2 2 
> +. # : — 4 . p F- f : "; "lk . a 2 — 2 = 7 — — 
- _— ** * gu » - —_ 


+ » — N 9 2 Rr - — 
K oy ay * gow 
, 52 — — — G A on——y oy — — 2 2 _ — — 


3 —— . Ll — —— —y— 


———ů —— or I uy — 


„ 2 . "Gur rn N — 
1 


* 
— 
* 


oners- 


7's 


ti 


% 


ango 


* 


Pence. 


8 


1 


= 
* 
s 
4 
= 
4 


"—_— 


near Sta 
M DCC XVIIL 
Price Six 


n 
7 
A 


* 


* 


OF TH 
Lord Biſhop of H 


9 N * 
7 : 
* 
— 
; 
7 * 8 


* 
* 


rthall in Middleſex. 


ph 


s Chapel, 


& 


A 


OCK 


Mar 
eral 
of 
By FOHN CO 
Vicar of No 
Printed for ohn Mor 


* 


ames 


** 


LONDON 


* 
ica 


* 


* 


ev 


. 
8 
* 


— 


— 


RE 1 Fg 


A Short and Impartial 


R EVIEW 


OF IHE 


Lord Biſhop of Bangor's 
S ERM O N. Oc. 


m=_—M , part of the firſt View 1 
took of this Sermon, is given . 
the Anſwer to thoſe Ten Queries 
which were ſtarted and occaſion- 
ed by it. But-all could not be 
then given, becauſe I was con- 
fin'd by theſe Oueries to ſuch and ſuch parti- 
cular Subjects Wherefore, upon the Publica- 
tion of them, I was adviſed, I ſhould rather 
ſay ordered, becauſe it was by them who have 
juſt and true Authority to command, to pro- 
ceed to ſuch other Matters as were fit to be 
taken Notice of, for the right Information of 
the vulgar Sort, who had not before ſuch Occa- 
fion to 8 17 theſe Points. I promis'd a Com- 
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| hee, and did really intend. it; but Tiny 
Pls written and 1 gs about this 

I judged it convenient to ſuſpend my rther 
Examination of it, eſpecially 3 the main 
and important Controverſy was dropp'd and 
diverted into Perſonal Scuffles and Debates, 
which produc'd a Way of Accuſing and Defend- 
ing not Uſual, and ſomewhat Scandalous, to 
the Grief of all ſerious Perſons, who reggrded 
lntereſt of Religion, and the Honour 9 the 

ergy. 

Controverſies are ſeldom managed without 
Perſonal Reſpects to them who are engag'd in 
them; and theſe very often are the Occaſion of 
their being dwindled at laſt into Debates of no 
Moment to the World, and of little Concern— 
ment to the main Cauſe : For the Perſonal Cha- 
rafters of Men, whether good or bad,, are not 
ſufficient Reaſons for either receiving or reject- 
oy Opinions ; nor will any judiciouſſy conſide- 

e Perſon regard them in judging Truth or 
Falſhood. What is ſaid would be firſt and more 
conſider'd, than who ſaid it; for Truth may 


come from bad Men, and they who are thought = 


good, may, and do often advance Errors. It 
is one of Satan's Devices for ſowing the Tares of 
falſe Doctrine, to uſe great Names and the Repu- 
tation of Sanity and Learning, as to beget Pre- 
3adices againſt Truth by the bad Report of thoſe 
who hold and teach it, becauſe the Vulgar are 
chicfly ſwayed by ſuch Things. 
1 at firſt apprehended that the Controverſy 
with the Lord B ſbop of Bangor, would have 
ſach an Iſſue, and did ggnify it. to thoſe who 
engaged me to take his Sermon into Conſide- 
ration. 


1 
CY 

ration. I was ſoon confirm'd in this O. pinlon 
by the firſt Detachment againſt the Roberta 
Dr. Snape; for tho'!they were we: k, trifting, and 
altogether impertinent to the Purpoſe, yet lt 
appeared plainly by them what Was collebrtid | 
to be the Feld of this Conteſt: His Lord- 
ſhip alſo, in his Auſwer to tie Doctor's Firſt 
Letter, ſhewed his Reſolution tò give all Oppo- 
ſition to him, the Turn of Perſonal prejudices; 
for his Lordſhip not only accaſeth' that Repe- 
rend Doftor, and his other Adverſafies, with gs 
Prejudices, as the Spring and Principle of 
attacking him; but alſo he aſſerteth, that the 
Ground of theſe Prejudices was his Merits 
with reſpect to bis preſent Majeſty, and the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſbment*;,” I mean, the good Services 
which he. thinks he had done them *: This 
was wiſely done in his Lordſhip, according te 
the Wiſdom of the Children of this World; for, by 
this it is plain, that Party- Intereſt ĩs 4 good Re- 
ſuge, it will skreen one better thin Reaſon or 
Learning, and is the ſhorteſt Way to repell the 
Force of an Argument, or to cut the Gordian- 
Knot.of it. But, I will not take upon me to 
reconcile this to old honeſt Candour, feeing his 
Lordſhip at the time knew very well, and could 
not but know, that not a few, neither rhey 1n 
conſiderable, did take Offence at his Sermon, 
| whole Merits, with reſpect to the King and pre- 

ſent Eſtabliſhment, are as great as thoſe af his 
Lordſhip, nay indeed greater, thr what is yet 
known. It was never reported at above Two 


8 ; nor 
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e An Fl te Dr, Snape, . 6 33, 47+ 


(66) 
or Three of that Reverend Bench, where he has 
the Honour to ſit, were on his Side; and I ne- 
ver heard that the reſt lay under the Suſpicion 
of being diſaffected to the preſent Government; 
all the Members of the Committee have ſigna- 
liz'd themſelves for the Government as they had 
Occaſion, and the whole Lower- Houſe of Conve- 
cation have given all the Teſtimonies of being 
well affected, which the Laws require, and which 
is as much as can be reaſonably deſired; and 
therefore it is conſiſtent with neither Common 
| Juſtice nor Chriſtian Charity, to lay them un- 
der Suſpicions. Let this be conſider'd, and let 
any judge whether it be fair and ingenuous Deal- 
ing, to impute a Diſguſt at the Biſbop's Sermon and 
Principles to ſecret Prejudices againſt the Go- 


vernment: Yet this is given out, and paſſeth 
current among the Ignorant, who have no Ca- 


pacity or Judgment for diſcerning Things, and 
penetrating into the Nature of them; and it is 


warmly agitated by hypocritical Time-ſervers, who 
are unconcerned whether Things be good or 


bad, or Opinions true or falſe, but only how 
pleaſing to any prevailing Party, whoſe Favour 
they ſeek. As yet, neither the Biſhop nor his 


Principles are a Legal Teſt, and therefore both 
may be refuſed without a juſt Suſpicion or Im- 


putatioa of being diſaffected. | 
His Lordſhip of Bangor, in all his Defences, 


complains heavily of the Uſage, which he has 


met with from the Clergy in particular; and 
both he and his Friends repreſent the general 
and loud Clamour againſt his Sermon as ground- 
leſs and unreaſonable. Some likewiſe may think 

ſo, who have not enquir'd into, neither conh- 
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T 5 (7) 5 
der'd the Cauſe; for, it cannot be denied, that 
Diſcourſes, which have paſſed without ſuch ſe- 

vere Animadverſions : Wherefore, it concerns 
ad all, who have remonſtrated againſt the Sermon, 
to juſtify themſelves. His Lordſhip's Anſwer to 
vs the Report of the Committee doth oblige thoſe Re- 
verend and worthy Members who drew it up, 
whoſe Capacity and Integrity are ſo well known, 


eal- 


F tially. ' But the Preface to the Anſwer is a Chal- 
an 


30 lenge to all others, which is the Reaſon why I 


fern HabPear again with a Review of the Sermon, I ſay, 


8. of the Sermon only; for I know nothing of the 


preſer uative, nor any other of his Writings, ex- 
and cept his late Defences, but at the ſecond Hand, 
It Blijaving never read one ſingle Line of them. I 
who hall therefore give an Account only of what I 
5 or nyſelf have examin'd and confider'd, and I muſt 


= take Care to make it appear, that I have done 


K bis it exactly and impartially; for his Lordſhip is 


Io tenacious of all that he has ſaid, that he 
geil not own ſo much as an unguarded Ex- 
Preſſion, which wanteth an Explication or Qua- 
„ ifcation, as he glories in thoſe very Principles 
1 which give ſo much Offence to others. If the 


"Y 1 being fondly wedded to an Opinion, if all Con- 
7 


idence in it, and a Reſolution to live and die 
Fitch it, be a Demonſtration of the Truth, then 
fertainly his Lordſhip does, and ſhould carry it 

gainſt all Oppoſers, and thoſe who have ſhew- 


con 
$1545, and hereafter to become his Diſciples : 


But 


there have been fooliſh, indiſcreet, and unſound. 
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that I have no manner of Doubt, but that they 
will give full Satisfaction to all who are free of 
Prejudices, and diſpoſed to receive it impar- 
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But how many Iaſtances are there, and have 
been, of confident. Miſtakes, of Obſtinacy in Er- 
rox, and groſs Error too? Veninus was a Martyr 
for Atheiſm, and even in the Flames would not 
accept his Life on the Terms of owning a God. 
RetraQations, and confeſſing Errors and Mi- 


ſtakes are Ads, of Humility and Self-denial, 


which every. one who thinks himſelf a ſinrere 
Lover of Truth has not learn'd ; theſe are com- 
monly thought ſhameful, tho? they are not, and 
henee it is that there are ſo few Inſtances of 
ʒũ 8 
But to come to the Sermon, at which indeed 
reat Offence has been taken, and in my hum- 
ble Judgment, very juſtly ; ſo. juſtly, that if ſuch 


Diſpleaſure had not been ſhewed, all might 
have concluded that both the Clergy and Laity 


of the Church of England had loſt their Senſes, 
and were ſeiz d with a Spiritual Lethargy : I 


ſhall ſet down my Reaſons fairly, and leave | 


them to the judgment of every unbyaſs'd and 
impartial Reader. 1 | 


Firſt, I deſire the Seaſon may be remembred 
in which this Sermon was preach'd. This was 
Lent, which is a Seaſon by Catholick Cuſtom 
of the Church, if not from the beginning, yet 
undeniably for many Ages, the Obſervgnce of 
which is to this very Day every where conti- 
nued; I ſay, by ſuch a Cuſtom this is a Sea- 
ſon which calls to Retirement, to Faſting, to 
Prayer, to the Meditation of the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, to ſerious Recollection of Thoughts, to 
the Examination of one's Ways, to Acts of Re- 


pentance for Sins paſt, and to the Renewing of 


Reſolu- 


quired, either 


(9): 


Reſolutions of Amendment. The ſuperſtitious 
Obſervance of Lent, by changing Fleſh into Eſh, 
is thrown aſide by Proteſtants : But there is no 
Proteſtant Church, where the Clergy are not re- 


r by expreſs Adds, or concerted 
onformity, to make theſe forementioned Heads 


the Subject of their Sermons, during this. Sea- 


ſon. I know the Presbyterians do not ſo, no 


more than the other Diſſenters; but neither can 


they be reckon'd among Reformed Churches, be- 
cauſe not only in this, but in many other Things, 
they are Separatiſts from all of them. It Das 
been the conſtant Practice of this Church, from 
the Reformation downwards hitherto. It has 


conſecrated this Seaſon to theſe pious Exerciſes, 


juſt now named, by a ſerious and ſolemn Service 
on the firſ Day, which was intended to influ- 
ence all the reſt; and becauſe the Court and City 
have more need to be put in mind of theſe Du- 
ties, and to be exhorted to them, there have 
been always, during this Seaſon, two extraordi- 
nary Days, viz. Wedneſdays and Fridays, for ſuch 
proper and ſuitable Sermons, that they who 
were devoutly inclin'd to comply with the pi- 
ous Purpoſe of the Church at this Time, might 
be inſtructed how to do it. Indeed, of late 
Years, more than was uſual or known in former 
Times, State- Policy, Intrigues, and Party-Intereſt, 
have been too often, and too much brought in- 
to Sermons, which is a perverting the true De- 
ſign of them ; but hitherto ſuch Liberty was not 
taken in the Time of Lent, unleſs there happen- 
ed to be ſome particular State- Day. For always 
then, all thought themſelves obliged both ia the 

en, all en > * Royal 
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fo) 
Royal-Chappel and elſewhere, to preach on the 
Subjects appropriated to that Seaſon, for preſ- 
ſing and forwarding the Reformation of Men. 
It cannot be thought derogatory to the preſent 
Times, to fay that ſuch Diſcourſes are now as 
proper, and as neceſſary as formerly. When 


therefore a Precedent was given by one of his 


Lordſhip's Station for flighting this Ancient, 
this Catholick and pious Cuſtom; when theſe 
grave and important Subjects ſo neceſſary to 
Salvation, and fo little minded, were thus ſhuf- 
Aed aſide, to give way to ſingular and ſpecula- 
tive Notions, was there not Reaſon to be of- 
fended ? Can any be juſtly blam'd for it ? None 
will do it, but they who have little or no Senſe 
of Religion, neither are affected with the viſi- 
ble Decay of Piety. If one was call'd to preach 
a Charity-Sermon, ſhould he treat of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, or any other Controverſy, would it be per- 
Tinent ? could it anſwer the Occaſion? would 
not all conclude the Preacher indiſcreet, or no 
Friend to Charity-Schoots, and very indifferent 
how or whether kept up? But, what if the 
Preacher on this Occaſion ſhonld be ſo much 
farther indiſcreet, as not only to forbear preſ- 
ſing Charity, but with Vehemence to decry good 
Works with the Antinomians, or to inveigh bit- 
terly againſt the Popiſh Doctrine of Merit, with- 
out a word of the ſound Proreftant Doctrine of 
the Neceflity and Uſeſulneſs of them ? Who 
beſides the covetous and churliſh Nabals, coul 
hear ſuch a Diſcourſe with any Pleaſare ? The 
Poor Children would go away weeping, becauſe 
the Fund of their Subliſtence was like to be dried 
up, 


up, and al underſtanding Chriſtians who were 


(11) 


ſenſible of the indiſpenſable Obligations to good 


Deeds, would be grieved at the Heart, to ſee 


People kept back from what is neceſſary to eter- 
nal Life. In like manner, who but an Atheiſt or 
2 Soc inian, an Epicure and a ſenſual Perſon, would 


be pleaſed to hear a Sermon in Lent, ſo far from 


recommending any Duty proper and ſuitable to 


the Seaſon, that on the contrary it repreſented 


external Religion, that is, the outward Acts and 
Expreſſions of Religion, as unlawful and for- 
bidden by God; which, by a falſe Gloſs upo 
Spirit and Truth, reduc'd all Worſhip to inward, 
inviſible Tranſactions, and which excluded the 


Son of GOD from being a true Object of it; 


which ridicul'd the Duty of aſſlicting the Soul 
with Faſting, of keeping the Body under, and u- 
ſing Means to bring it in Subjection, after the Ex- 
ample of S. Paul; which taught ignorant and 
prophane Perſons to mock earneſt and fervent 
Prayer, under the Notion of Hear, and Flame, 


and Intenſeneſs of Heat, without giving the Mean- 


ing of that Jargon; and which caſt a Contempt 
upon the Paſſion of Divine Love, and the inward 
Impreſſions and Operations of it. What, or 
how much of theſe Things were intended, 1s 
known to the Searcher of Hearts; but almoſt 
all the Hearers and Readers of that Sermon ſeem 
to be of one Mind, that the natural Sound and 
Conſtruction of theWords import this; and even 
his Lordſhip's Friends own, that his Expreflions 
are ill guarded from ſuch a Senſe. On this Ac- 
count, therefore, there was jult Cauſe of Offence 
at the Sermon. 12 : 

; B 2 That 


(12) 


That I may not lie under any Suſpicion of 
deſigning to repreſent Things worſe than they 
are, or appear to be, I judge myſelf obliged to 
give the Reaſon of mentioning Faſting, though 
there be no ſuch Word in the Sermon as it is 
printed. Now, the firff Account given me of 
the Sermon, which was within three or four 
Days after it was preached, mention'd Faſting 
particularly; upon Reading the Sermon, I di- 
ſtruſted the Actount, which was again confirm'd 
as to that Inſtance; and I was told, that there 
were other Alterations, upon which, 1 let the 
third Query paſs with the reſt that were ſtart- 
ed and occaſioned by the Sermon, eſpecially 


ſeeing Faſting may be included under Aufter;- 


ties. Since the Publication of theſe Queries and 
Anſwers, I have met with ſome who heard the 


Sermon, and were ſo poſitive, that they ſaid, 


if worth the while, they could give their Oath 
upon it. Nor is it improbable that Faſtins might 

be dropp'd in preaching, when this and other the 
like Exerciſes, as uſed in the Church of Rome, were 
ſaid to be in View. See Asſwer to the Re pre ſen- 
tation, p. 282. But if this Particular be de- 
nied or diſowned, I ſhall not inſiſt upon it, nor 
give his Lordſhip, myſelf, nor any other, the 
Trouble of proving it. Hearers may be, and 
are often miſtaken; nor is it material whether 
Faſting was, or was not expreſs'd in the Deli- 
very of this Sermon. It weakens no Argument 
uſed, and what Account I have given about it, 


I paſs upon my Word, the Credit of which has 


never been yet forfeited, as to any Relation of 
any Matter of Fact, which 1 own to have heard 


and 


(13) 
and ſeen. They who will not be ſatisfied with 
this, may think as they pleaſe, for I ſhall be at 
no Pains to give any other Satisfaction. 
In the next place, I deſire thoſe who want t 
be ſatisfied about the Reaſonableneſs of thoſe 
Complaints againſt this Sermon, I defire them to 
call to mind the Junſture of Civil Affairs, when 
the ſame was preach'd. The Right Reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of Carliſle, whom I have had the 
Honour to know for ſome Years, whoſe plain 
Veracity is knowa to all who converſe with 
him, and whom not long ago I found in no 
wiſe alter'd or decay'd, but to have his Memory 
and judgment as ſound as ever: I ſay, his Lord- 
ſhip has own'd publickly, what all the Nation 
know, that the Repeal of the Law againſt Occa- 
ſional Conformity was then upon the Anvil, But 
if there be any Regard to be had to the com- 


| | mon Diſcourſes in Cofſee-houſes, both Whis and 


Tory, and to what was more than whiſpered up 
and down the Country, there were yet greater 
Matters intended and preſſed by a Club kept, 

not ſo under the Roſe as to be a Secret. It was 

{aid that this Club being ſmorn Enemies to the 

two Univerſities, in order to the demoliſhing 

them, or rendring them uſeleſs, did boldly de- 

mand the diveſting them of their ancient Rights, 

Privileges and Endowments, and the putting them 
preſently under a ſevere and arbitrary Inquiſition ; 

that being no hetter ſatisfied with our Conftiru- 

tion, they required the Reformation, that is, the 

Alteration of it, that State-Preferments might be 

common, and not under the preſent Reſtricti- 

ons, as alſo that Patrons might be free 9 Ne: 

| LOW 


e 


ſtow Church-Livings on others, than thoſe of E- 


piſcepal Perſuaſion and Ordination. How true 


theſe Things were, I cannot-anſwer ; but it is 
lippis Tonſeribus notum, that ſuch Things were 
given out, and were the Occaſion of ſame warm 
Debates betwixt the we- Afected and diſafſetted; 
becanſe the one ſwallowed them for Truth, and 


the other counted them for Aſperſions; for 
ſcarce one durſt then offer to defend or juſtify 
them. It was farther added, that for quieting | 
this formidable Club, their Peace and Patience | 
were intreated only till the following Eafer- 


Holidays were over. When therefore the News 
ſpread, that on Midlent-· Sunday, ſuch a Sermon 
was preach'd by a New Favourite Biſhop, great 


was the Alarm. The well-meaning Friends of Þ 
the Government, who loved the Church, did Þ 


hang their Heads, and could not reply to the 


Inſults upon their former Incredulity. Then all 


concluded, that this Sermon was à concerted Pro- 
logue to the intended Tragedy of the Univerſities, 


prove ſuch a Prejudice to the Court, that ſome 


wiſe Men believed they would upon fecond 


Thoughts declare their Diſpleafure againft the 
Sermon. “ *T was confidently given out, * ſaith 
« the Lord Biſhop of Carliſle, that above Twenty 
e of the Biſhops were ready to give their Aſ- 


e ſent to a Bill for that Purpoſe, viz. the Re- 


c pealing the Law againſt Occaſional Conformity. 


lt manifeſtly appeared, that the very Reverle 
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« Lordſhip had not a mind to enter your Diſ- 
« ſent in this Sermon, againſt the Majority of 
led: f your Brethren, your own Conſcience can beſt 
. inform you. Moſt of thoſe who heard it, were 
© certainly of this untoward Opinion.” 
tif His Lordſhip of Bangor makes a ſolema Ap= 

Y heal to Ged, * that he preached that Sermon, 


but without the leaſt View of pleaſing or diſplea- 

mg any Man living; upon which the Lord Bi- 
op of Carliſle has this juſt and witty Refle- 
ion, + That he, who at ſuch a Funtture, could 
reach ſuch a Sermon, without the leaft View of 
vleaſing or diſpleaſing any Man living, was very 


ption to pretend to know the Heart and 
Thoughts, which are only known to God, and 
to a Man's ownſelf, and therefore I will not 
contradict this Appeal. Bur, I can very well 


contrary, before this Appeal was made. For 
his Lordſhip has not the Character of a Recl»ſe, 
of a meer Scholar, who is always mewed up a- 
mong his Books, neither knowing Men nor the 
World, and fo, very likely to ſtep out of his 
Cloſet immediately into the Pulpit with his 
„„ private Meditations, withont any Reflexion 


Lordſhip is ſaid to be one of a reverſe Character, 


1 


r Anſwer 10 Dr. Snape, p. 43. 
+ Coledion of Papers, p. 32. 


converſant 


© of this Story was true; but whether your 


for only without the Knowledge of any Man living, 


ort-fighted, It would be the greateſt Preſum- 
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converſant in the World, keeping Company, go? 
ing to Court, and having the Curioſity, which 


all others have at this Time, of knowing both 
what is tranſacted above-board, and what is 


contriving and agitated ſecretly : Nay, it is re- 


ported, that his Lordſhip has an Intimacy with 
ſame who cannot but know what is plotting 


-againſt the Univerſities, our Church and Con- 


ſtitution, as it is but too evident, or at leaſt 


it can be clearly proved, that there has been 
ſuch plotting in both the late Reigns. How 


then could one hinder himſelf from believing 


that this Sermon was purpoſely contrived to 


pleaſe theſe Men, and to pave the Way for 
their wicked Deſigns, ſeeing nothing could be 
more artificially adapted to them. It is not 
imply impoſſible, but that a red, blue, or yel- 
low Ribbon may be put on by meer Chance, 
without any particular View; but if one ſhould 


come abroad with any ſuch Ribbon, when it} 


was a concerted Sign of ſome certain Aſſocia- 
tion, and on a Day too when the Aſſociates had 
agreed to appear and manifeſt themſelves, *twas 
natural to think that that Perſon was in the 


Number: The moſt charitable Perſon could 


not force himſelf ts believe otherwiſe ; and if 
any ſhould debate it, he would be thought of- 
fering an Affront to the common Senſe, and 
common Reaſon of all Mankind. When there- 
fore this Sermen was upon ſuch great Preſum- 
ptions believed and ſuppoſed to be contrived 
and intended to prepare the Way for taking 


away the Rights of the Univerſities, and the} 


Legal Privileges of the Church, what Wonder 


that 
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that it gave Offence ! Why ſhould the Cla- 
mour againſt it be jadged unreaſonable? Are 
not all Societies and Incorporations jealous 


of their Privileges ? Does any of them throw 


them up, or ſit ſtill contented and uncon- 
cerned when they are invaded ? Ask the 
Gentlemen of the Temple, of Lincoly's-Inn, and 
of the other Inns, how they wauld be affe- 
Qed, if they preceived a Deſign of demo- 
liſhing them, of taking away their Privileges, 
of giving away their Purchaſes, and of allow- 
ing both Counſellors and Barriſters, who neither 
belong'd to any of them, nor were bred up in 
them. And why ſhould rhoſe of the Church of 
England ſhew a meaner Spirit than others ? 
What Reaſon for their having leſs Senſe of Ho- 
nour and Intereſt ? Is it commendable to ar- 
raign Shop-Lifters, Breakers of Houſes, and 
Robbers of Private Men ? And ſhould Theſe 
Greater Criminals be complimented and encou- 
raged, who have laid their Heads together to 
pull down and plunder the Church, which is 
the publick Conſtitution of the Nation, which 
the King is ſworn to maintain? Thoſe Ad- 
vantages which the Church is in Poſſeſſion of, 
by many repeated and well concerted Laws, 
may be Eye-ſores to ſome z but others ſet a high 
Value upon them, and will not eaſily part with 
them, not without a Struggle, and a great 
Struggle too. The Biſhop's Doctrine of Re ſi- 


fiance, with reſpect to the Sovereign, many 
cannot approve of; but none think it unlaw- 


ful to make all Oppoſition to the Inſolency of 
Fellow - Subjects, when they offer to break 
| | C down 
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down thoſe Hedges of Property, which the a 


have ſet. The Power of King and Parliament 
muſt not be diſputed; and if they ſhould be 
moved upon any Conſideration to arrow theſe 
Hedges, or to lift them up, the true Sons of the 
Church know the Duty of Submiſſion ; but till 
then they may be allowed to cry out agaiaſt 
intended Injuries, and may be well juſtified in 
ſhewing the higheſt Diſpleaſure, when any of 
their own Body is ſhrewdly ſuſpected of being 
ia ſuch a Conſpiracy. „ 


Thirdly, Let the Sermon itſelf be conſider'd, 


the general Scope of it, and the particular Po- 


ſitions in it, what muſt be neceſſarily ſuppoſed, 


what is politively aſſerted, and what are the 
undeniable and clear Conſequences; and then, 
in my humble Judgment, if there be any Re- 


gard to important Truths, to the publick Good, 
and private Edification, to the Peace of the þ 


Church, and to the Honour of the Nation; I 
ſay, if theſe ought to be regarded, then there 
is all Reaſon to complain of this Sermon; for 
there 1s not a Page of it, which doth not claſh 
with ſome or other of theſe. Indeed, his Lord- 
fhip has made a ſolemn Declaration equivalent 
to an Oath, that he has ſaid nothing but what he 
found in the New Teſtament, which he repeats 
in his large Anſwer to the Report of the Com- 
mittee : But, as the Lord Bifhop of Carliſie has 
ſaid, if he has found his Opinions and Princi— 
ples there, 2 Man clſe can find them. It would 


be great Preſumption to oppoſe my poor Au- 
Bur I | 


thority to that of his Lordſhip now: 
— have 


| © ly proteſſed the ſame Doctrines. 
many Volumes of Ouotations out of the Fathers, 


( 19 ) 


nave with all Care, and with all Sincerity, ſtu- 


died both Old and New. Teftament from a Child; 


| have implor'd the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 
which 1aſpir'd theſe Sacred Writings; 1 have 
made uſe of the beſt proper Helps, ancient 


and modern, and done all that was neceſſary 
to bring me to the right Senſe and true Know- 
ledge of them; and I have often bleſſed God 


for giving me ſome competent Meaſure of it. 


But it his Lordfhip ſays Truth, I have been all 
my Life under a Deluſion ; and it is but little 
Comfort, that the ancient Fathers, and beſt and 
moſt Learned Moderns, have been deluded in 
the fame manner; for this only extenuates the 
Guilt of Deluſion, but does not take away the 
peraicious Contagion of it. His Lordſhip pro- 
miſes “4 large Collection out of the moſt fa- 
« mous Chriſtian Writers, both of this and for- 
«© mer Ages, who have embraced, and publick- 
So there are 


in Defence of the EFrors of the Church of Rome, 
which can only make the Ignorant and Unwa- 
ry to ſtumble. 
may find ſome of the ſame Doctrines advanced 
in a late Diſcourſe of Free- thinking, with ſome 


Paſſages out of famous Authors for confirming 


them, particularly from the Reverend Dr. Tay- 
lor Biſhop of Down and Connor; but with io 
much Ignorance, and ſo little Honeſty, that 
if the Compiler of his Collections do not fhew 
more Knowledge and Integrity, they will have 
little Weight. But if his Lordſhip's Scheme 


and Dectrines prevail, without Doubt bat Di 
Be Sh 


In like manner, his Lordſhip 


courſe 
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courſe will be approved, tho' hitherto moſt are 


aſhamed of it, and the World ſhall be bleſs'd 


or plagued with the New Edition, and his Lord- 
ſhip, with great Characters, ſet in the Liſt of 
| Free-thinkers, which indeed may be done with 


more Reaſon than ſome others who ſtand. 


there. 


His Lordſhip objects very often Falibility for 


juſtifying a Diſſent from Mens Deci ſions and 
Determinations; I ſuppoſe, his Lordſhip does 
not, and will not pretend an Exemption from 
common Frailties and Imperfections; and there- 
fore, it is poſſible, notwithſtanding his Confidence, 
that he may be miſtaken as well as other Men. 
If the Difference betwixt him and others were 
only about Trifles, it would ſignify little who 
was in the Right; but being Matters of the 
greateſt Importance, it is the Duty and In- 
tereſt of every one to know where the Truth 
lies. I ſhall name ſome Particulars; and, I be- 
lieve, not a few will judge the naming them 
a ſufficient Refutation of them, 


_ Firſt, The Scope of the Sermon is to recom- 
mend Libertiniſm, 
neſs of Practice, but of Opinzen; tho? there is 
no great Reaſon for diſtinguiſhing them, for 


they commonly go together. Sometimes the 


one is the Uſher, and ſometimes the other, but 


very ſeldom they are long ſeparate. That Li- 


bertiniſm is the Scope of the Sermon, what his 


Lordſhip aims at, and urgeth, is no violent In- | 
ference, nor wire-drawn Conſequence, but ſo 
plain both in Sermon and Defence, that 172 | 
. 3 


do not mean Licentiouſ- 


be; 


2 
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who do not ſee it, muſt want Eyes. Having 
expoſed the practice of the Church of Rome, 


his Lordſhip ſubjoins theſe Words, for repre- 


feating the Practice of this and other Reform- 
ed Churches, as equally abſurd and inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon and Religion; * * This ſounds 


« fo groſly, that others who think they act a 


« plorious Part in oppoſing ſuch an Enormi- 
© ty, are very willing, for their own Sakes, to 
ce retain ſich an Authority, as ſhall oblige Men, 
e whatever they themſelves think, though not 
« to profeſs what they do not believe, yet to 
&« forbear the Profeſſion and Publication of what 
© they do believe, let them believe it of never 
e ſo great Importance.“ This Paſſage of the 
Sermon is not retracted nor qualified, but de- 


fended, and farther explain'd in the Anſwer to 


the Report thus; + «© There are two Sorts of 
« Perſons blanrd | in it. 1. The Romaniſts, who 
« contend profeſſedly for ſuch an Authority in 
„ the Church, as indiſpenſably obliges all a- 
« round them to Unity of Profeſſion, even a- 
e gainſt their Conſciences. 2, Some amongſt Pro- 
« reſtants, who contend as openly for ſuch an 


* 


Q £5 


« Authority in the Church, as can oblige Men 


« to be ſilent againſt their Conſciences, that is, 


te in Points in which they think it to be their 


« Duty, and to be of the utmoſt Importance 


« to ſpeak their Thoughts.” This being ſo 
pat to my preſent Purpoſe, I could not for- 


bear marking and tranſcribing it; which, I 
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hope, will not offend the Reverend and Worthy 
Me inbers of the Committee, as if 1 intended to 


enctoach upon their Province. 


Theſe Paſſages do plainly declare his Lord- 


| ſhip to be a Patron of Libertiniſm, and an 


Advocate for it, and do alſo intimate his 
Diſlatisfaction with our preſent Conſtitution, 
which doth not allow it. For hitherto, the 
two Things, which his Lordſhip blames, have 
been in uſe; that is, all have been required 
to profeſs thoſe important Truths, which are 
rhonght either ſimply neceſſary to Salvation, 


or ſubſervieat to it, or conducive to the 


peace and Order of the Church; becauſe 


t was not judg'd prudent to truſt any, before 


ſome Aſſürance given of their being of the 
ſame Mind as to theſe Things, and that they 
would anſwer the Ends of the Office 1nto 
Which they were to be admitted; and 'twas 
judg'd no leſs Prudence to reſtrain thoſe of 
contrary Sentiments, and to oblige them to 
Silence, becauſe evil Communication corrupts good 

Aarne 7: Both the firſt Re ſormers of this 
Church, and they who reſtor'd that Re for ma- 
tion, which was made ſo deliberately, did 
wiſely conſider the Commendation of the Church 
of Epleſas, tor having the Doctrine of the Ni- 
colaitans, witch Chriſt himſelf hated, and the 
Treatning to the Church of Pergamos * for ſuf- 
jering them who held the Doctrine of Balaam, 
and the ſame Doctrine of the Nicolaitans; and 
Therefore, that our Church might be both 
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fe and acceptable to our Bleſſed Lord the 
Head of it, they took all poſſible Care to 
d- Keep it Pure. They conſider'd the Nature of 
Opinions, and the dangerous Conſequence of 


1 15 them, and not the Perſuaſion of the Authors 
= and Abettors about them. eng. 
his But his Lordſhip of Bangor on the contrar 

re would have all allow'd to profeſs what they be- 


lieve, and to ſpeak out what they think thejg 
red fs. OR 
Duty and of Importance; and ſo there ought to be 


are no Reſtraint upon the groſſeſt Errors, nor 
1 upon Hereſies, be they never ſo dangerous 

or damnable; for the Authors and Abettors 
a Y of all of them pretend to be deeply perſuaded 
0 both of the Truth and Importance of them. 
. ” Þ The Blaſphemies of the Mugpgletonians are al- 
= ledg'd from Conſcience; and I knew ſome of 


them who ſeriouſly profeſs'd it, even when 
58 Muggleton himſelf appear'd to me as great 4 
,, and as ſenſleſs a Brute, as ever 1 ſaw in 


5 human Shape. The blaſphemous Contradicti— 
Te ons which the Qualers give to the Goſpel, are 
Nh from a pretended Light within them. The So- 


dia Nine believe it their Duty to mock the Trinity, 


the Godhead of Jeſus Chrift, his Pre-exiſtence 
and Incarnation, and the Satisfaction of his Death, 
tho' theſe be diſtinguiſhing Points of Chriſtia- 
re. %, and the Foundation of our Hope for 
Pardon and eternal Life. The Author of the 
Diſcourſe of Free-thinting, who had the Inſolen- 
y to take the Start of his Lordſhip, and to 
anticipate his Thoughts; I ſay, he pretends 
that it is equally reaſonable and important, 
io fetch the Talapoins of Siam hither to preach 
i kel 
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their Sommonocodom, as for us to ſend over 


Preachers of the Goſpel to the Engliſh Colonies 


and Plantations, and by this means to endea- 


vour the Converſion of the Pagans in thoſe 


Parts to Chriſtianity. It would ſeem, his Lord- 


ſhip is mightily ia Love with the State of this 


Nation from Forty Ons to the Reſtoration, and 
either by Inclination, or Secret Engagement, is 
reſoly'd to do his utmoſt to retrieve it; and 
then Fifty Two would not be enough, there 
will be needed Two or Three Hundred more 
Churches and Halls for the Sets that would be 
revived, and the New ones that would be ſtart- 
ed and fet up, For, in thoſe glorious Times, 
there were more Sets than Counties in the 
Kingdom, different Religions not only in e- 
very City, but almoſt in every Family. I have 
ſeen ſomewhere Forty Eight principal Sets 
reckon'd up, each of which had its Subdivi- 


ſions; all of them in Word and Tongue oppo- 


ſing Popery, but all of them united In pulling 
down what has ever been thought the great Bul- 


wark againſt it, that is, the Church of England. 


How much the real Intereſt of Pepery was op- 
poſed then, may be gathered from what Car- 
dinal Barberini, an old and experienc'd Poli- 
tician, was heard to ſay at a publick Enter- 
tainment of Cardinals, viz. That in thoſe Days 
they bad the greateſt Harveſt , which he muſt 
have known, becauſe. theſe Northern Xing dom, 


belonged to his Province; and the Occaſion of 


his ſaying ſo, was the Ignorance of the younger 
Cardinals, who were apprehenſive of that To- 
leration which King Charles Il. granted to the 

: Diſſenters, 
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Dyſſenters, as very prejudicial to the Intereſt 
of Rome. The Face of Crabs and their Moti- 


ons are always oppoſite; and very often the 
Principles and Practices of Parties have a Ten- 


dency, and Efe&s contrary to what is pre- 


tended, and has the Appearance to ignorant 
and inconſiderate Perſons, Even fo thoſe many 
deluded Sects, though by Profeſſion Enemies to 
the Church of Rome, yet were ſo many Sup- 
ports of it; as for that End they really were 
the Contrivance of Romiſh Politicians, and what 
their Emiſſaries, chiefly the Jeſuites, effectuated: 
For not finding Succeſs in their Diſputations, 
they deviſed this Method for rendring the Re- 


formation odious, and defacing the Beauty of 


the Church of England, which they perceived 
had too great Influence upon the Lovers of 
Order, Decency, Antiquity, and a Conformi- 
ty with the Primitive Church ; and, without 
Doubt, the Example of the Archbiſhop of Spa- 
lato had been followed by many, if ſuch Pre- 


judices had not obſtructed it; but, by this 


Means, both the Natives of the Church of Rome 
were retained, and Multitudes brought over 
from theſe Kingdoms. Es 
What charming Deſcriptions of theſe Times 
his Lordſhip has met with, I cannot gueſs z but 
ſome who lived then, even Strangers, who can- 
not be ſuſpected to be byaſs'd by any Party- 
latereſt, I fay, even They lamented the deplo- 
table State of Religion in theſe Kingdoms, in 
thoſe Days: Particularly Mareſius makes this 
Reflexion, which | have obſerved elſewhere; 
0 the deplorable Condition of England, which 
D | | 


having 
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having driven out its Kings, now conſtrains the 
King of Kings to be baniſhed ;, and it ſeems, they 


have panted after a Liberty, even at the Expence 
of much Blood, only to obtain a Licence of Hear- 


ing, Writing, and Believing what they pleaſe. * 
Before 1 leave this, I muſt take Notice of 


his Lord ſhip's Inconſiſtency with himſelf, in de- 


nying to Roman Catholicks that Liberty which 


he pleads for all ethers, when there is the ſame | 


Reaſon for it, viz. Conſcience, and the Perſua- 
ſion of Duty, and its being of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance for them to own their Faith and Worſhip. 
Will his Lordſhip ſay, that they ſhould be ex- 
cluded, becauſe they adhere to a foreign Power ? 
Then it can be anſwered, that all of them do 
not ſo. The Gallican Church never admitted 
the Civil Juriſdiction of the Pope over their 
Princes, and alſo did ſet Limits to his Eccle- 
fraftical Authority. And all, whom we call Pa- 
piſts in Britain and Ireland, are not Papalins. It 
is well known that many of them were free 
to take the Oath of Allegiance, and to own the 
King's Civil Supremacy. In the Reign of King 
Charles Il. ſome wrote in Defence of it, par- 
ticularly one Father Cary, who was no Friend 
to the Jeſuites. His Lordſhip has therefore 
{ome other ſecret Reaſon for excluding Ko— 


* O deplorandam conditionem Angliæ, quz poſt Re- 


ges exactos, ipſi Chriſto Regi Regum mandat exilium, 


nec videtur majorem libertatem magno cruore redem- 
ptam anhelaſſe, quam ut licentiam conſequeretur & fa - 
ceret quidlibet audiendi, quidlibet ſcribendi, quidlibet 
credendi, Hydra Socinianiſmi, Tom. II. Præfat. 


man 


("9") 


man Catholicks from that Privilege which he 


ſ the 
they | pleads for all others. : 
pence Nay, what if I ſhould ſay, that his Lord- 
ay. | mip's Reaſons and Argument are as ſtrong 
„ „for Free-thinkers in the worſt Senſe, even A- 
e of theiſts, as for Roman Catholicks? | do not un- 
Wa derſtand what Reply can be made, or how it 
hich | can be denied; for they are perſuaded it is of 
ſame | the ut moſt Importance for them to ſpeak out their 
rſua- Thoughts, that the Notions and Belief of a God © 
apore | MY be laid aſide, which put Men under ſuch 
ſhip. Reſtraints, and which create ſuch Uneaſineſs 
ex. of Mind, when they happen to do what is 
ver? J made Offenſive to God. I remember one ſaid 
1do | to me, that Yaninus deſerved as much Honour 
tted | 35 any Chriſtian Martyr, becauſe he died for 
hots the Love of a Truth, which was for the Inte- 
0 reſt of Mankind to have propagated. And I 
5 K believe, without any Breach of Charity, that 
It the Author of the Diſcourſe of Free-thinking is of 
e the ſame Mind. 8 
the It was fit, yea neceſſary to diſplay thus 
ding largely the Scope of the Sermon, and to ſhew 
par⸗ the Nature and Conſequence of that which his 
nd | Lordſhip fo zealouſly aims at, otherwiſe none 
fore can wel] judge of it. I ſhall compenſate the 
Lo. Length of this, by ſtudying to be more brief in 
es the other Particulars which give Offence. 
3 Secondly, As the general Scope of the Ser- 
lem. n has a diſagreeable Aſpect, ſo he has al- 
: fa | ledged nothing in Favour of it, which is not 
libet equally diſguſtrul. As, firſt, his Notion of the 


Church, which indeed is ſuitable to the Scope 
3 of 


28 ) 


of the Sermon, but contradictory to the re- 
_ ceived Notions of the Church, and, which is 
worſt, deſtructive of the Church, and obſtru- 
tive of the Great End for planting a Church. 
Chriſt intended that his Church ſhould be as 
a City upon a Hill, ſo conſpicuous, that all 
might be allured to come into it, that they 
might be ſaved. But, according to his Lord- 
ſhip, the Church is ſo ſpiritval, that it ought 
not to be viſible, by Creeds and Confeſſi- 
ons, Canons and Iojunctions, Order and U- 
nity; for, though without theſe the Church 
can neither be ſeen nor known, nor Reli- 
gion propagated, nor the Way of Salyation 
underſtood ; yet all theſe, in his Lordſhip's 
Opinion, are contrary to the Nature of the 
Church, and inconſiſtent with Chriſt's Au- 
thority, becauſe they ſuppoſe and imply a 
Power of interpreting his Laws, and of re- 
quiring and determining other Things than 
He has done. And kis/Lordſhip thinks, that 
they who make zheſe neceſlary, are miſled by a 
falſe Image of the Church, which reſembles it 
to other viſible Societies, and to other viſible 
Kingdoms of this World, and believing that what 
is agreeable or neceſſary for them, is alſo pro- 
per for the Church. Now, this odd and wild 
Notion of the Church is drawn from the mi- 
ſtaken Sound of his Text, the Scope and Oc- 
caſion of which his Lordſhip takes no Notice 
of, tho' they be the true Key far the right 
underſtanding it. See Anſwer to Query VI. 


I ſhall only add to what is ſaid there, that 


the Word Nor, in his Text, on which fo 
| much 


(29) 
much Streſs is laid, is not always an abſolute 
Negative, but is to be underſtood compara- 


tively as meaning rather, or not ſo much; as 
when Chriſt. ſaith our of the Prophet Hoſea, 


J will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. JI am not 
come to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repen- 
tance, Matt. ix. 13. Again, Mhoſoe ver receiveth 
me, receiveth not me, but Him that ſent me, Mar. 
ix. 37- How his Lordſhip came to forget ſo 
common an Obſervation, I know not; but if 
he had remembred it, he might have thought 
the Meaning of his Text to be, that Chriſt's 
Kingdom was not ſo much of this World, 
nor ſo altogether like the Kingdoms of this 
World, as to require him or his Servants to 
fight; and then he would have drawn other 
Concluſl ions, and ſeen but little Ground for 
theſe he did draw. 


It would ſeem, upon Reflexion, his Lordſhip 


finds his Notion of the Church, as commonly 


underſtood, will not bear, neither can be de- 
tended ; therefore he ſays, what he deliver'd 
in the Sermon, was meant of the Univerſal, 
Invifible Church, & It is a Deſcription not of a 
Church in the Modern Way of Speaking, but of 
the Church, the Inviſible Church of Chriſt. 

This Turn of Thought very much furpriz'd 
me, becauſe it gives a Meaning, which nei- 
ther the moſt underſtanding, nor the moſt 
charitable Hearers and Readers of the Sermon 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of; nor was there any 


[IG 


r 
—— * 


* Anſwer to 1 Repreſent, Chap, I. Sekt. XII. 5. 70. 
thing 


„ 
thing to ſuggeſt it; for if this was his Lord- 
ſhip's Meaning, it was altogether impertinent 
to the Purpoſe. He propoſed to ſhew the 
Abſurdity of the Common Methods of Church- 
Government, and of the Outward Admini- 
ſtrations in the ſeveral Viſible and Particular 
Churches, their Iuconſiſtency with the Na- 
ture of Chriſt's Kingdom, which was nor of 
this World, and not to be ſupported by the 
Means and Methods of other Kingdoms of 
this World ; how then could any think, that 
his Lordſhip was all the while talking of 
Chriſt's Inviſible Elect, . of the Inviſible Con- 
duct uſed with them ? There was as much 
Reaſon to believe, that he was ſpeaking of 
the Church Triumphant. In my Judgment, 
*twould have been more reputable to have 
own'd a Miſtake, or confeſs'd an Inadvertency ; j 
for if this Meaning be allow'd, it is paſt my 
Skill to free the Sermon from Equivocation, 


and a Defign to enſnare People by dubious | 


Expreſſions. But 1 leave both the Notion and 
Meaning of his Lordſhip in this Matter to the 
Reverend Members of the Committee, whoſe Buſi- 
neis it is to take Notice of what is reply'd to 


tnem, and who are more capable to give Sa- 


tisfaction to them who deſire it. 


zdly, As his Lordſhip has given a Notion of 
the Church, which excludes Viſible Unity of 
Profeſſion, ſo it diveſts the Church of al * 
thority, either of Interpreting, or Correcting, and 
Judging, that is, none ſhonld preſume either 


to give the true Senſe of Chriſtian Doctrine, 
o! 
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or to reprove and cenſure what may ſeem 
contradictory to it. They of weaker Judg- 
ments, who cannot ſee as his Lordſhip doth, 
believe this contrary to many Apoſtolical In- 
junctions, particularly that to Titus, which 
was ever thought to affect his Succeſſors: 
Theſe Things ſpeak and exhort, and rebuke with 
all Authority. X But his Lordſhip uſeth the 
Words Abſolute and Infallible, which ſome are 


ſo uncharitable as to think evaſive Words, only 


uſed for Shelter, till the Time of ſpeaking out 
more freely; for it has been the common 
Opinion, that he intended to throw out the 
Thing itſelf, who decry'd the Abuſe of it, 
without any Intimation or Inſinuation of the 
right, or neceſſary Uſe of it. There was as 
much Reaſon for preſſing a Submiſſion to the 
reaſonable and moderate Authority of the 
Church here, as to exclaim againſt the abſolute 
Authority of the Church of Rome, Wherefore, 
ſeeing no Difference was made, no Limitati- 
ons ſet ; ſeeing one Authority is ridicul'd, 
and no Authority is commended, or once 
mention'd as neceſſary or uſeful ; every one 
apprehended, that his Lordſhip, under the 


Notion and Terms of abſolute Authority, in- 


tended to run down «ll Authority abſolutely. 
Suppoſe one ſhould mount a Stool or Bench 
in Weſtminſter- Hall, or in any other Place of 
Concourſe of People, and ſhould entertain 
them with ſuch an Harangue as this. The 
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(32) 
Great Mogul and the Grand Seignior have u- 
ſurped an abſolute Authority over their Sub- 
jects, which makes them perfect Slaves, and 
deprives them of their Natural Right and 
Freedom. But as this is moſt unreaſonable, 
ſo here the King has no abſolute Power, he is 
obliged to rule by Law, which every one has 
a Freedom to read and conſult for bimſelf. 


The Judges, in whoſe Hands the Laws are, 
have no Inſallibillity; either thro' Ignorance or 


Corruption they may put a falſe Gloſs upon 
the Law, and give out wrong Deciſions to 


the Prejudice of private Mens Rights. There- 


fore, all ſhould judge for themſelves; that is, 
conſider how they are uſed, and ſo beware of 


the Encroachments of abſolute Power and Au- 
thority. Now the Truth of all this may be 


pleaded, as well as the Tenor of his Lord- 
ſhip's Sermon; and yet every one would con- 
clude the Declaimer a ſeditious Fellow, em- 
barqu'd in a Deſign of Pulling down the Go- 
vernment, and of Levelling the Nation once 
more. | 5 


34h), As his Lordſhip has put himſelf under 
a ſtrong Suſpicioa of intending the Subver- 
fion of all Eccleſiaſtical Authority, ſo he ex- 


preſly denies to the Civil Magiſtrate any Au- 


thority in the Church, or relating to Reli— 
gion, or religious Matters. If this be admit- 
ted, it will anſwer the Scope of his Sermon, 


which is to give Liberty to every one both 


to refuſe and to profels what they pleaſe; 
for if the Magiſtrate do not interpoſe, 41 
WI 


We 0 De 
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will take this Liberty, which will produce 


a Babel and Confuſion with reſpect to Reli- 
gion. This is an important Point, in which 


all the Civil Conftitutions of the World are con- 


cern'd; for if the Biſhop's Doctrine be true, all 
are to be complain'd of; and if it obtain, all 
will ſuffer a Concuſſion, and muſt be changed. 
His Lord ſhip's Opinion in this Matter, has not 
the Approbation of the Ancient Fathers, nor of 
the Main Body of Proteſtants. Beſides, the Pope and 
his Partiſans, who have been often learnedly 
refuted by our Divines, and the Scots Presby- 
rerians, there are not any conſiderable Party 


which deny the Civil Powers a Right to med- 


dle with the Affairs of Religion. What his 
Lordſhip ſays, contradicts our Articles and Ca- 
nons, and does interfere with our Laws and Can- 
ſtitution, as I have obſerved Query VIII. One 
ought to very ſure before he venture upon an 
Oppoſition to the common Senſe, Reaſon, and 
Practice of Mankind: But if his Lordſhip can- 
not give better Reaſons than any yet offer'd, 
he cannot be juſtified in this. His Lordſhip's 
Opinion was neceſſary to ſupport the Scope 
of his Sermon; for if the one be deny'd, the 
other muſt be dropp'd. His Lordſhip hath 
faid, that he has advanc'd nothing but what 
he did find in the New Teſtament , there was 
good Reaſon for excepting and neglecting the 


' Old. But where, and in what Place did he 


find this? It would have been more excuſable 
if his Lordſhip had ſaid, that not finding ig 


the New Teftament the Church and Religion 


E recom- 


(34) 
recommended to the Civil Magiſtrates Care, 
he therefore concluded that he ought not, 
and ſhould not intermeddle with it. But 
does not the New Teſtament confirm the Old ? 
Is it not recommended to our Reading? ls 
it not ſaid, Mhat ſoever was written afore-time, 
was written for our Learning? Did not S. Paul 
mean theſe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
which he recommended to Timothy, as profi- 
table for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 


Inſtriction in Righteouſneſs ? If therefore a Chri- 


ſtian Magiſtrate had applied himſelf to Ti- 
mot hy, and ask'd what was becoming him to 
do, who can doubt but that Timothy would 
have propoſed the Example of David, Solo- 
mon, Hezekiah, and the other Kings of Judah? 
It can be made appear by Reaſon, from Scri- 
pture, by the End and Inſtitution of Govern- 


ment, by what is both neceſſary and condu- 


cive to the Publick Good, by the current Sen- 
timents of Chriſtian Divines, and by the judg- 


ment of the wiſeſt Politicians, both Chriſtian 7 


and Heathen ; I ſay, it can be made appear by 
theſe, that as Religion is in itſelf the beſt and 
moſt important Thing, ſo that it ought to be 
the Civil Magiſtrates chief Care; nor is there 
any Objectiou very difficult to anſwer. But this 
requires a Diſcourſe by itſelf. 


athiy, His Lordſhip's Account of Temporal 
Sanctions is not a little ſhocking. For firſt, 
He repreſents them as interfering with the 
Spiritual Sanitions of Chriſt, and as inferring 
| | all 
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an Alteration of the Nature of his Kingdom. 
But how can this follow, ſeeing the one is 
not intended either to annull, or to ſuperſede 
the other. Are two different Reaſons for one 
Thing, two Motives for one Action inconfi- 
ſtent ? Muſt he be ſuppoſed to deny the one, 
who admits the other? Chriſt's Spiritual San- 
ctions relating to the other Life are diſtant 
Motives, Tempora! Sanctions are preſent En- 
couragements, both compatible, and both pro- 


per to be uſed ; becauſe Mens Senſes are affe- 


Qed with what is preſeat, as by Reaſon they 
are obliged to conſider what is future. A- 
gain, his Lordſhip alledgeth agaiaſt the Uſe 
of Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, that 


they only ſerve to make Hypocrites in Re- 


ligion. And there is no Doubt, but that they 
cauſe many outward Compliances, where an 
inward deep Perſuaſion is wanting : But ſhould 


they therefore never be uſed ? Becauſe ſome 


pervert a good Thing, muſt it be laid aſide? 
If his Lordſhip condemns Temporal Sancti- 
ons, and the Interpoſition of Outward Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, he not only arraigns 
the Wiſdom of Men, but does impeach the 
Wiſdom of GOD Himſelf, who, from the 
Creation of the World, down to this Day, 
has uſed this Method to oblige Men to obey 
Him, and to comply with His Laws, though 
at the ſame time He requires Truth and In- 
tegrity in the inwara Parts, and a looking to 
the other Life. And as GOD has taken this 
Method himſelf, ſo he has approved it in o- 

•7uPti 3 thers, 


(36) 
thers, particularly in thoſe who are inveſted 
with Power and Authority. 

Tho? Chriſt's Kingdom be not of this World, 
yet as it is begun and planted here, ſo it is 
to be kept up by ſuch Ways and Means, as 
are ſuitable to the preſent OEconomy of the 
World, and to the Nature of Man in this 
| preſent State. Temporal Sanctions are not 

intended to tye down Mens Thoughts to the 
preſent Life, or to divert the Contemplation 
of what is Eternal; but for obliging to the 
Conſideration of Duty, for making one ſenſi- 
ble of the Importance of it, and for prevent- 
ing the going aſtray, and running into ſuch 
Habits and Practices, as would take away the 
Senſe of Duty, or beget an Averſion to it. 
How many wild, untowardly Youths have been 


obliged by the Rod to learn what was for 
their Intereſt, and what they have highly va- 
lued and delighted in, when they had a Taſte 


and Experience of it? There is the ſame Rea- 
ſon for treating after this manner, thoſe who 
are come to Vears; ; for they can only know 
the Truth, and underſtand the Importance of 
it, and be ſenſible of the Excellency of true 
Religion by frequent Contemplation and Pra- 
ctice; and therefore the alluring them to theſe, 
by the Motive of outward Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, cannot be condemned as an unſuit- 
ꝗable or unreaſonable Violence, eſpecially be- 
ing warranted by a Precept of our Lord him- 


ſelf, and the Practice of the Apoſtles, as I 
have obſerved in the Anſwer to Query Vin 
His 


(37) 8 
His Lordſhip is as much againſt Negative 
Diſcouragements, as other Rewards and Puniſh= 
ments; and does aſlert poſitively, that none 
ought to ſuffer in their Common Rights, for the 
Sake of any meer Difference in Religion: But 
what does his Lordſhip mean by Common Right 2 
Is it what a Man is capable of? then ſome 
think they have a common and natural Right 
to the Crown; but in hereditary Kingdoms 
none can pretend to this, but by Proximity 
of Blood, in the Family on which it is ſet- 
tled. No Man is born abſolutely free, nei- 
ther has an equal natural Right to every 
Thing. All are born in a State of Subjecti- 
on, and have no Natural Right by Birth but 
what is Civil, that is, agreeable to the Laws 
and Conſtitution of the Country. If one break 
out from the Conſtitution, and will not ſubmit to 
the Laws, he has no Right, nor juſt Claim 
for private Intereſt muſt be over-rul'd by the 
Publick Good, which is ſuppoſed to be delibe- 
rately conſulted by the Contrivance of the 
Conſtitution, and framing of the Laws. And if 
Religion be incorporated into the Conſtitution, 
there is as good Reaſon for regarding ir in 
the conferring of Civil Favours and Prefer- 
ments, as any other Qualification. If it be of 
Importance, as the Wiſeſt have ever judged, to 
preſerve the Conſtitution, and not to make it 
Uncertain by continual Chopping and Chang- 
ing, which doth only encourage inſolent, tur- 
bulent and factious Spirits; then, why ſhould 
nor a Religious Conſtitution, or the Religious mes 
3 ME 3 0 
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of à National Conſtitution be taken Care of? It 
is no Violence to the Conſcience of any Di/- 
ſenter, unleſs they have an erring Conſcience, 
which makes them believe Preferments and 
Places of Truſt and Profit are neceflary to Sal- 
vation. Theſe Negative Diſcouragements, which 
his Lordſhip, in Favour to Diſſenters, exclaims 
againſt, are the preſent humane outward Se-] 
curity of the Church, which tho' not of that] 
Value, nor ſo much to be truſted, as the Di- 
vine Protection, yet it would be very impru- 
dent to ſet ſo light by it, as to throw it up, 
eſpecially to them who have all Inclination to 
do what they did before, even their utmoſt 
to oppreſs and ſuppreſs the Church. None, 
of honeſt Intentions, will complain of Bolts 
and Locks to the Doors of a Houſe which he 
has no Right to. And whatever Reaſon may 
be pleaded for a Toleration to ſome, who are 
not of the Religion incorporated into the Pub- 
lick Conſtitution, yet no good Reaſon can be 
offer'd, why the true Friends of the United 
Conſtitution ſhould be levell'd down to others, 
and have no Preference nor diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of Favour. And they who would have all 
Sets and Parties upon an equal Footing, muſe 
believe all Perſuaſions indifferent, Truth of no 
more Moment than Error, and the Church of 
Eng land, its Doctrine and Worſhip, of no more 
Value than a Quaker Meeting-houſe. 


5thly, The ſpecious and flouriſhing Argu- * 
ments, which his Lordſhip of Bangor om 
; again 


1 (39 2 
againſt Unity of Profeſſion, and Reliance upon 
and Authority, run upon a falſe and dangerous 
Sal- Srppoſition, which I do not find taken Notice 
- Jof. It is this, that Chriſt has left us in the 
dark, without any certain Means of coming 
Se-Ito the Knowledge of the Truth; and that 
that the Scripture, which is the pretended Rule, 
Di. lis ſo obſcure, unintelligible, and dubious, that 
no clear and true Senſe can be fix'd. Where- 
fore, either Chriſt muſt interpoſe to convey 
viſible Infallibility, or every one is at liberty 
to believe and profeſs what he pleaſeth : 
The firſt is not alledged, and conſequently the 
Bolts Jotber muſt be allowed. This Suppoſition is a 
Device of the Partiſans of the Church of Rome 
in Derogation of the Scripture, ſo much ob- 


by... jected to them, and ſo often pleaded in De- 
Pubs fence of the Reformation. Firſt, They endea- 


in be {ſoured to ſubject the Authority of Scripture 
Ynired Te the Church, then to ſer up wncertain Tra- 
chers. (#11975 as equal to it; both which failing of 
Mark ucceſs, they at laſt deviſed to repreſent the 
| Þcripture as uſeleſs, becauſe perplex'd and un- 
ear z Or as a Rule of Wax or Lead, which 

of no no certain Standard. This was invented for 
"ch of ewing the Neceſſity of a living, viſible, in- 
e ible Judge, which the Pope pretends to be; 
nd with this Romiſh Heifer, the Lord Biſhop 
Bangor plows for Libertiniſm, which is as 


Argue N. eir Hen as any Thing in the Church jof 
uſeth ne. This Suppoſition is contrary to the Re- 


again ved Doctrine of Proteſtants, and of the Pri- 
" Five Church, according to which, the Scri- 
pture 


(49) 
pture is a perfe and clear Rule both to Faith], 
and Manners; nor in theſe Things which are] © 
neceſſary to Salvation, is the Senſe of Scri- ! © 
prure, either impoſſible, or with great Dif. / 
ficulty to be found out. By ſerious Attention!“ 
and Prayer, by Skill in Languages, by con- * 
ſulting various Tranſlations, eſpecially the ff 4 
and moſt ancient, by comparing Scripture with f 
Scripture, and adverting to the conſtant Re- 
ceived Doctrine, not of one or other Church, v1 
but of the Catholick Church every where dif- ** 
perſed ; by theſe Means every one who de-fſ 
fireth it, may have all reaſonable Aſſurance offi S. 
the true Senſe of Scripture. Indeed, eyery one 


is not capable of all this Method, nor of wn 
uſing all theſe Means; the moſt part are ob- pr 


liged to take Help; but common Senſe, and 
due Conſideration can diſcern, whether they fet 
who are truſted deal fairly and honeſtly. *Tis 
true alſo, there are no Helps but Humane, and 
they are in themſelves falible, which his Lord- 
ſhip does often put us in mind of; but it i 
well known, that falible Men can bring infali. 
ble Demonſtrations for ſtopping the Mouths of 
Gain-ſayers, or rendring them inexcuſable 
There are undoubted Demonſtrations in Reli 
gion, as well as Mathematics and other Sc 
ences, and when ſuch Demonſtrations are of 
fer'd, they who will not receive them ought 


in all juſtice to be branded with Obſtinacy 
Contentiouſneſs, and Self- conceitedneſs. [nf 
libility is not conveyed, becauſe not neceſſary 
for the Truth may be certainly known with 

| ol 


. ee) © 
are Out it. Chriſt, in his Wiſdom, doth not hin? 
eri. der, but doth permit both Scandals and Here- 
Dit. Jess becauſe, as the Apoſtle ſaith, they are ne- 
tion ceſſary for manifeſting the & approved. But yet F 
con- as he promiſed, he is ever with his Church, 
firſt and by his Spirit ready to guide the Sincere 
with! into both Truth and Righteouſneſs ; and allo, 
Rell for this Cauſe, ever ſince he withdrew his 
urch, viſible Preſence, he has interpoſed by viſible Mit- 
e dif. es; and when through a juſt Judgment, Ig 
norance and Error obtained, he has often a- 


> de- os whe 

xce off Sn blen 2 Check to them, and revived the 
7 One Truth, as at the | Reformation. So that the 
or of Old Seck of. Seekers are without Excuſe; nel- 
Eg ther is there any Solidity in his Lordſhip's 


| Argumen mw 10 . f 
. and gument about Chriſt's zever interpoſing him- 
the ſelf to convey Infallibity: For, as | 275 ſaid, 
211 Truth proves itſelf, when duly and ſeriouſly- con- 
e, and fidered; and ſo every Thing which awakens to the 
Lord.] Ynſiderætion of it, is an Interpoſition in its be- 
it it is half 4 Every one, 4s becometh Men, ſhould 
inf ali ule his Reaſon in the Choice of his Religion 
\ths off and Church; and if the Church where he 
uſable lives offers Proofs of a Continuance. in the 
n Reli Apoſtles Doctrine aud Fellowſhip, by Diſcipline 
er Si and Inſtitutions, neither requires any Thing 


are off contrar f to Theſe; I ſay, that Church which 
1 ought offers ſuch Proofs, which after ſerious Exa- 
n — 4 CERES Dans 
| Cor. Xl. 1 
ceſſary F So yer VI 
irh. 'y VII. 
1 „ 
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(42) 5 
mitation cannot be gain- ſaid, every one ought 
to join and, make Profeſſion of, otherwiſe 
ke incurrs the Guilt of a Schiſmatick and 
Heretick ; for nothing but unlawful Terms 
can juſbify a Separation; conſequently, there 
can be no law fal Separation from the Church 
of England; and it is very unreaſonable te 
bardeg them who make ſuch Separation igno- 
rantly, by cajoling and complimeating thoſe 

who do it out of worldly latereſt, Humour, 
and Contentiouſneſs. 88 


Stbly, There is juſt Complaint againſt his 

Lordſhip, for the Frame of his Diſcourſe and 

Manner of Arguing, which is not fair, bat 

like a cunning, deſigning Man, who intends 

to entrap and beget Prejudices unawares. This 

has been ſhewed in the four Inſtances introdu- 
Qory to the main Part of the Sermon. He ſo | 
expoſeth Tyranny and deſpotick Authority, as 
to render reaſonable and. juſt Authority e- 
qually odious ; he puts no Diſtinction betwixt 
Perſecution, and ſecuring the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of the Church from infolent Invaders 
and Iatruders; betwixt forcing a Perſuaſion 
of every Thing propoſed, and à juſt cenſuring 
Errors, and falſe Doctrine, The Tenour of 
the Sermon is general, without the Mentiou 
of any particular Church: But in the Defence 
it is alledg'd, that the Church of Rome was 
in View, and that the Invective was againſt e 

it, whereas both Hearers and Readers belie- 
ved the Sermon to be a Declamation * 
| 5 this 
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this Church, becauſe the Church of Rowe was 


not named, neither at this Time does there 


ſeem any Danger of Popery, as none of that 
Honourable Audience were under a Suſpicion 


of it. Preachers do not uſe to compoſe their 


Diſcourſes for diſtant, remote Countries; *twas 
therefore reaſonably cancluded, that the Ex- 


rors complain'd of, were Errors at Howe, and 


that the Church arraign'd was the Church of 


England, as guilty of the like groſs Enormi- 


ties with the Church of Rome, which touched 
the very Vitals of all that is good, and there- 


fore ought in Duty to be re ſiſted with 4 more 


open and undiſguized Zeal. Row far his Lord- 


_ fhip's Authority goes, or how much his Ward 


will be taken, I ſhall not enquire; gor yer 


what Prejudices he himſelf has ayaiaſt the 


chureh of England, or would beget in others: 
But this I can be bold to ſay, that they who 
offer to draw a Parallel betwixt the Church 


Rome and Church of England, are without 
_ Honeſty or Judgment, as they wha believe it 
are weak, hecdleſs, and without Underſtand- 


ing. Nothing can be more juſtly and reaſon- 


ably oppoſite than theſe Two : For, 1. The 


Church of Rome claims an univerſal juriſdi- 
ction over the Catholiek Church, whereas the 


Church of England pretends to no Authority 
over other Churches, but only wiſheth their 
Welfare, and greater Conformity to the pure 


Primitive Church. 2. The one aſſumeth and 


exerteth an abſolute Power and Authority o- 


ver its Members; but the other uſeth no Au- 
| | F 4 Lhority, 
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thority, but what is proper to all Societies 
for maintaining their Peace, Order and Uni- 
ty, and what is neceſſary to every Church 
for the Preſervation of the Purity of Do- 


ctrrine and Worſhip. 3. The Church of Rome 


would have all paſs upon her Word; but 
the Church of England giveth clear Scri- 


pture, and venerable true Antiquity for her 


Doctrine and Injunctions. 4. It is a Maxim 
in the Church of Rome, that Ignorance is the 
Mother of Devotion, therefore all her Service 
is in an untnomn Tongue, contrary to Apoſto- 
lical Precept; and the Laity are not allow'd 
the Uſe of Scripture, that they may be kept 
ignorant. But the Church of England would 
have all that belong to Her, both ſee and 
underſtand perfectly, and therefore performs 
all ber Worſhip in the common Language of 
the Country, and puts the Bible into Peo- 
ples Hands, with neceſſary and uſeful Helps 
for underſtanding it. 
borh adds ro the Terms of Salvation, and 
alſo requires ſome things exprelly forbidden in 
Scripture; whereas the Church of England pro- 
poſeth no other Conditions of eternal Life, 
than what the Word of GOD calls for, neither 
requireth any other Obſervation than what is 
agreeable to Scripture, and warranted by it, 
either by expreſs Declaration, or clear and 
evident Deduction. 6. The Church of Rome 
condemns as heretical, Doctrines which have 
the Approbation of Scripture, and the Primi- 


tive Church; but the Church of England con- 


demns 


5. The Church of Rome 


— — 


NT 
demns only what is contrary to Scripture, 
and. what tends to ſubvert the fundamental 
and diſtinguiſhing Points of Chriſtianity, as 
the Socinian and other Tenets, which ſtand 
condemned by lawful General Councils, 7. The 
Church of Rome extorts a Confeſſion, and by 
Violence farceth. a Compliance with her; 
but in the Church of England there is no o- 
ther Compulſion than that of ſound Reaſon- 
ing and fair Argument; She only ask- 
eth an honeſt Declaration from them who 
would be of her Communion, and profeſs it; 
for preventing Enemies, and Perſons of per- 
nicious and dangerous Principles. creeping in, 
which would turn to her Shame and Ruin; 
She diſturbs none who live peaceably, neither 
cenſures any but ſuch as are juſtly cenſurable 
for groſs Errors, and ſcandalous Practices. Fi- 
nally, in the Church of Rome there is great need 
of a Reformation; but no folid Reaſon has 
been, neither can be offer'd for any Change of 
our Doctrine, Worſhip, or Form of Govern- 
ment; all Alterations would ſpoil it. To give 
my judgment freely, there only wants a little 
more Strictneſs of Diſcipline, and a hearty 
Compliance of all its Members with its Do- 
arine and Rules, to render it as glorious a 
Church, as ever was upon Earth, a beautiful 
aud well-beloyed Spouſe of Chriſt. By theſe 
and other Inſtances which may be given, it doth 
appear that whoſoever repreſents the Church 
of Rome and the Church of England to be much 
Alike, or This to be, little better than That, is 


grolly 


” (46) - 
grofly miſtaken, or has ill Intentions. The ſeveral 
Leaders of Diſſenters do often buzze into their 
Peoples Ears, our Popery and Conformity to the 
Church of Rome, for which they have been un- 
anſwerably charged with Ignorance and Pre- 
varication ; but the Sermon of the Lord Bi- 
ſhop af Bangor puts a new Apology into their 
Mouth. 2 8 
Theſe, and ſome other Things which have 
been formerly taken Notice of, are the Grounds 
of Offence at this Sermon, which however juſt, 
it ſcems his Lordſhip is reſolv'd to defend ob 
ſtinately. And it is a known Maxim in War 
and an old Practice too, when Victory is re- 
ſolv'd on, to have a Recourſe to Stratagems, 
and the Arts of Diſſimulation and Prevarica- 
tion, that the Enemy may be puzzled and 
drawn into Streights and Difficulties. 
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d and A N{wers to Oueries concerning ſome Ima 

portant Points of Religion. Occafion'd 

a late Sermon of the Right Reverend 

be Lord Biſhop of Bangor, at S. James's 

appel. By John Cockburn, D. D. Vicar 1 

e Northall in Middleſex, Printed for 2 
' Fobn Morphew, near Stationers-hall, 
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